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Foster Care and Best Interests of the Child

2020-03-09

this brief examines the u s foster care system and seeks to explain why the foster care system

functions as it does and how it can be improved to serve the best interest of children it defines

and evaluates key challenges that undermine child safety and well being in the current foster

care system chapters highlight the competing values and priorities of the system as well as the

pros and cons for the use of foster care in addition chapters assess whether the performance

objectives in which states are evaluated by the federal government are sufficient to achieve

positive health and well being outcomes for children who experience foster care finally it offers

recommendations for improving the system and maximizing positive outcomes topics featured in

this brief include legal aspects of removal and placement of children in foster care the

effectiveness of prior efforts to reform foster care the regulation and quality of foster homes

support for youth aging out of the foster care system racial and ethnic disparities in the foster

care system foster care and the best interests of the child is a must have resource for policy

makers and related professionals graduate students and researchers in child and school

psychology family studies public health social work law criminal justice and sociology

How Does Foster Care Work?

2011-01-15

how does foster care work is an international collection of empirical studies on the outcomes of

children in foster care drawing on research and perspectives from leading international figures in

children s services across the developed world the book provides an evidence base for

programme planning policy and practice this volume establishes a platform for comparison of

international systems trends and outcomes in foster care today each contributor provides a

commentary on one other chapter to highlight the global significance of issues affecting children

and young people in care each chapter offers new ideas about how foster care could be financed

delivered or studied in order to become more effective this book is important reading for anyone

involved in delivering child welfare services such as administrators practitioners researchers

policy makers children s advocates academics and students

Raising Government Children

2017-10-10
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in the 1930s buoyed by the potential of the new deal child welfare reformers hoped to formalize

and modernize their methods partly through professional casework but more importantly through

the loving care of temporary substitute families today however the foster care system is widely

criticized for failing the children and families it is intended to help how did a vision of dignified

services become virtually synonymous with the breakup of poor families and a disparaged form

of welfare that stigmatizes the women who provide it the children who receive it and their families

tracing the evolution of the modern american foster care system from its inception in the 1930s

through the 1970s catherine rymph argues that deeply gendered domestic ideals implicit

assumptions about the relative value of poor children and the complex public private nature of

american welfare provision fueled the cultural resistance to funding maternal and parental care

what emerged was a system of public social provision that was actually subsidized by foster

families themselves most of whom were concentrated toward the socioeconomic lower half much

like the children they served analyzing the ideas debates and policies surrounding foster care

and foster parents relationship to public welfare rymph reveals the framework for the building of

the foster care system and draws out its implications for today s child support networks

Advocating for Children in Foster and Kinship Care

2010-03-11

this book is the first to provide strategies for effective advocacy and placement within the foster

care and kinship care systems it also takes a rare look at the dynamics of the foster and kinship

relationship not just among children and the agency workers and service providers who intervene

on their behalf but also between children and those who take in and care for them as

permanency develops drawing on their experience interacting with and writing about the

institution of foster care mitchell rosenwald and beth n riley have composed a unique text that

helps practitioners foster parents and relative caregivers realize successful transitions for youth

especially considering the traumas these children may suffer both before and after placement

advocating for a child s best interests must begin early and remain consistent throughout

assignment and adjustment for practitioners rosenwald and riley emphasize the best techniques

for assessing a family s capabilities and for guiding families through the challenges of foster care

part one details the steps potential foster parents and kinship caregivers must take with the

assistance of practitioners to prepare themselves for placement part two describes tactics for

successful advocacy within the court system social service agencies schools and the medical and

mental health establishments part three describes how to lobby for change at the agency and

legislative levels as well as within a given community the authors illustrate recommendations
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through real life scenarios and devote an entire chapter to brokering positive partnerships among

practitioners families and other teams working to protect and transition children

To the End of June

2013-08-13

a new york times notable book that casts a searing eye on the labyrinth that is the american

foster care system npr s on point who are the children of foster care what as a country do we

owe them cris beam a foster mother herself spent five years immersed in the world of foster care

looking into these questions and tracing firsthand stories the result is to the end of june an

unforgettable portrait that takes us deep inside the lives of foster children in their search for a

stable loving family beam shows us the intricacies of growing up in the system the back and forth

with agencies the rootless shuffling between homes the emotionally charged tug between foster

and birth parents the terrifying push out of foster care and into adulthood humanizing and

challenging a broken system to the end of june offers a tribute to resiliency and hope for real

change a triumph of narrative reporting and storytelling the new york times a powerful and

refreshing read chicago tribune a sharp critique of foster care policies and a searching

exploration of the meaning of family publishers weekly starred review heart rending and

tentatively hopeful salon

Maintaining Family Ties

1995

maintaining family ties examines the behavior of children in foster care and their expressed

feelings related to separation from their families chapter one presents theories of separation and

self concept relevant to children in care chapter two reviews research knowledge from empirical

studies and practice experience chapters three four and five describe and discuss the qualitative

findings from workers discussions on supervision including children s reactions to supervision

workers interventions and agency influences on the handling of separation chapter six draws

conclusions and offers recommendations

Creating Compassionate Foster Care

2017-06-21

every child s way of being can open doors to wisdom compassion and human connection we
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need only to listen this is among the conclusions that the authors one of whom is an experienced

foster parent and the other a professor of developmental psychology draw as a result of working

with a diverse range of children and families inspired by their relationships with families in crisis

the authors began to rethink the traditional foster care models and developed an innovative

practice that afforded birth parents the opportunity to reside under supervision with their children

during evaluation and treatment drawing on over 20 years of work in foster care along with

current attachment research and theory this book conveys the foster care experience with

recommendations for improved models of care and intervention strategies engaging case studies

depict the challenging nature of determining the best outcome for a child and of supporting the

adult s journey as a parent written in a narrative style and supported by in depth research this

book will aid social workers and foster care professionals to better understand families in crisis

and to further develop their practice

Honestly Adoption

2019-08-06

discover what adoption and foster care really look like if you are considering adoption or foster

care or are already somewhere in this difficult and complicated process you need trusted

information from people who have been where you are mike and kristin berry have adopted eight

children and cared for another 23 kids in their nine year stint as foster parents they aren t just

experts they have experienced every emotional high and low and encountered virtually every

situation imaginable as parents now they want to share what they ve learned with you get the

answers you need to the following questions and many more should i foster parent or adopt how

do i know what is the first step in becoming an adoptive or foster parent what are the benefits of

an open versus closed adoption how and when do i tell my child that he or she is adopted how

do i help my child embrace his or her cultural and racial identity honestly adoption will provide

you with practical down to earth advice to make good decisions in your own adoption and foster

parenting journey and give you the help and hope you need

Creating Stable Foster Placements

2014-11-21

andy pithouse and alyson rees use original research to identify key ingredients needed to help

create successful foster placements and help prevent placement breakdown in this study the

lives and activities of 10 foster families who provide lasting and effective care are examined the
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families everyday world of meanings negotiations activities settings rituals and relationships that

help to create these successful placements are explored the authors identify the main

components that according to the carers and the children contribute to acceptance belonging and

stability in the family the book examines the emotional and practical work involved in caring and

explores how it is received and reciprocated by fostered young people with important insights into

child and carer perspectives on fostering what works in foster care is a source of invaluable

information for foster carers children s service professionals and trainees and care staff more

generally who may be engaged with children who are looked after

Foster Care and Families

1981

foster care which can include both long and short term placements is the most common way in

which local authorities look after other people s children examining the problems and the positive

experiences of those providing care foster carers is essential reading for social work

professionals academics and foster carers themselves through questionnaire responses from

over a thousand foster carers across seven different local authorities the authors highlight the

importance of identifying and fulfilling appropriate kinds of care the need to recruit and retain

carers and finally examin

Foster Carers

2004

civilized societies attempt to take care of the most vulnerable among them this includes children

who have been abused neglected or abandoned they may end up in foster care readers will

come to a more comprehensive understanding of the types of foster care the benefits and

potential pitfalls of such care and how to navigate within a system designed to safeguard the

individuals it serves helpful elements that augment the narrative include a section dispelling

common myths surrounding foster care and questions about the system that may be posed to a

qualified social worker

Coping with Foster Care

2019-12-15

know that you are not alone on this journey adopting or fostering a child brings its own unique
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set of challenges only another parent facing the same uphill climb could possibly understand

from parenting children with traumatic pasts to dealing with attachment issues to raising a child

with special needs it can sometimes be a struggle just getting through the day mike berry knows

the loneliness and isolation you can easily feel in your particular parenting role because he s

been there he s still there and he wants to give you the hope and encouragement you so

desperately need there are plenty of how to guides out there on parenting but this one of a kind

book is specifically designed to address your needs as a parent of an adopted or foster child with

a refreshing dose of honesty empathy and care you ll discover you are definitely not alone on

your journey and god has a very special plan for you and your family

Confessions of an Adoptive Parent

2018-02-06

an international reference book which describes the role and structure of foster family care

systems in 30 countries endorsed by the international foster care organization ifco an easily

accessible compact comprehensive description of foster family care as it operates in different

countries

The World of Foster Care

1997

this book is a witty and intriguing look into the world of foster care through the eyes of a foster

parent it breaks down the expectations and regulations that parents in foster care are faced with

and it touches on the problems in government policy that affect foster children it does all this

while thoroughly entertaining the reader it is an indispensable resource for anyone considering

adoption or foster care and a great read for just about anyone else

Hattie's Advocate

2011

foster parenting is both a rewarding and a challenging job a lifestyle of continuous learning and

new experiences and the little book of foster care wisdom will be there to support you as you in

turn support your foster children filled with 365 days worth of daily tips inspirational quotes and

motivational short stories from a foster care expert this book is a must read for modern child

welfare advocates adoptive parents and foster parents it provides inspirational content every day
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including instructions tips anecdotes and more

The Little Book of Foster Care Wisdom

2019-05-01

examines the plight of minority children taken from inner cities and placed in foster care in rural

areas based on case studies interviews observation and secondary sources shows how they

become confused and afraid are subject to traumatic emotional states and are often diagnosed

with emotional problems and put in special education classes because their social skills are

different from their country classmates revised from a 1996 ph d dissertation for walden university

annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

Youth in Foster Care

1997

family foster care is supposed to provide temporary protection and nurturing for children

experiencing maltreatment although it has long been a critical service for millions of children in

the united states the increased attention given to this service in the last two decades has focused

more on its inability to achieve its intended outcomes than on its successes however as social

and political trends and new legislation reshape child welfare policymakers and service providers

continue to offer innovative policy and practice options for this child welfare service though use of

the service has changed family foster care remains important responding to a widespread sense

of the drifting of children in care congress passed the adoption assistance and child welfare act

of 1980 this legislation became a key factor shaping the current status of family foster care its

goal was to reduce reliance on out of home care and encourage use of preventive and

reunification services it also mandated that agencies engage in planning efforts for permanent

solutions for foster children yet despite federal mandates and funding the child welfare system

has continued to struggle to provide the level of services needed for children to reduce the

amount of time children remain in temporary foster care the latest response to these problems

the adoption and safe families act of 1997 established unequivocally that safety permanency and

well being were national goals for children in the child welfare system to comply with the law

public and private agencies are required to initiate significant program and practice changes in

the coming years to improve permanency outcomes and child well being in family foster care the

central theme of the volume is accountability for outcomes certainly a current driving force in

child welfare as well as in other public and private service fields this volume will be of interest to
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all concerned with the social welfare of children and families at the end of the twentieth century

kathy barbell is director of foster care of the child welfare league of america washington dc lois

wright is assistant dean at the college of social work university of south carolina columbia

Family Foster Care in the Next Century

2018-01-18

what are the consequences of fostering for children their carers and their birth families what are

the best ways of recruiting retaining and supporting foster carers what are the most important

elements of a successful placement can foster care offer a permanent alternative to care at

home fostering now brings together authoritative research on foster care in the uk it provides a

succinct overview of a wide range of research projects and highlights the main implications for

policymakers and all professionals involved in the fostering process drawing on the varied

experiences and views of foster children social workers foster carers and parents this book looks

at how placement outcomes are influenced by factors such as foster carers parenting styles

contact with the child s own parents and the child s gender ethnicity age and physical and

emotional health other important areas examined include care given by relatives the effects of

foster care on education and what happens to foster children when they return home fostering

now identifies the most significant challenges currently faced by foster care and draws out the

key messages for policy and practice it offers important insights into the state of foster care today

and suggests how it can be improved in future this book is essential reading for social workers

policy makers academics and foster carers

Fostering Now

2005-05-14

on average a quarter of a million children in the united states enter foster care every year most

of these children are placed in non kinship homes that is with people who are complete strangers

in the neglected transition child welfare researcher monique b mitchell explores children s

experiences of loss and ambiguity as they transition into foster care as well as the questions

children ask during this critical life transition specifically the author uses child centered research

practical examples and healing suggestions to create a foundation from which a relational home

can be built drawing from the compelling stories of children mitchell invites readers to join

children on their journey as they transition into the foster care system and courageously share

their experiences of loss ambiguity fear and hope
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The Neglected Transition

2016-05-03

bibliotherapy is a new and creative approach for helping children deal with both small problems

and major life crises such as placement in substitute care bibliotherapy literally means treatment

through books it is a process of intervention that involves the child as well as the helping person

bibliotherapy is an approach that helps children through reading to more clearly understand the

problems facing them and to develop solutions for solving problems bibliotherapy is particularly

useful for children placed in foster care or adoption because it can be implemented by all helping

persons working with the child welfare system these persons include foster and adoptive parents

biological parents teachers psychologists social workers clergy and librarians

Children in Foster Care and Adoption

1998-10-28

fostering is vitally important the majority of looked after children are fostered yet these children

are often left out of the agenda and their voices are not heard this book sets out a child centred

approach to foster care which argues against thinking about children purely from a psychological

perspective and instead places children s views rights and needs at the centre of care it sets out

the theory behind working in partnership with children who are fostered and discusses children s

views about fostering systems and living with foster carers the book then outlines how to put the

theory into practice offering models processes and best practice examples practical advice is

given on establishing effective communication and good working relationships between

practitioners carers and foster children this insightful book aims to promote better services and

outcomes for fostered children and will be essential reading for social work practitioners and

students

Child-Centred Foster Care

2011-08-15

in the first chapter of foster care global issues challenges and perspectives of the 21st century

the authors explore modern research regarding children of foster parents around the world

including an overview of literature and the use of an online virtual platform to connect the

fostering community experts from canada the united states ireland sweden australia and the

united kingdom offered up their knowledge on children of foster parents as well as
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recommendations for the well being of said children next a study exploring the implementation of

a kinship search program in a child welfare agency is presented in order to determine its benefits

the authors conclude that kinship researchers are generally perceived as respectful helpful

beneficial and valuable additionally child welfare policy is examined later the essential practice of

traditional kinship foster care in ghana is explored including current legal provisions public

perception potential challenges and future recommendations the authors also discuss the

phenomenon of runaway youth in the foster care system due to the fact that children in the foster

care system are twice as likely to display runaway indicators than those in the general population

this is a significant issue that warrants understanding a description of running away in the foster

care system is rendered along with the ramifications that may occur for on the run youth the next

chapter deliberates on a study regarding children in out of home care in south korea comparing

the service status of different placement types in terms of developmental outcomes of the

children the results indicate that children in foster care thought of their caregivers and

environments more positively than those in institutional care over a period of two years the

following chapter discusses a variety of federal and state laws that address children who were

abused and consequently served by the child welfare system the authors use case studies of

foster youth to demonstrate how the law has been used to secure the services support and

resources needed to place foster youth on a pathway to a more positive future the final chapter

outlines an approach known as watch me play which encourages supported child led play in

acknowledgement of extensive training needs in the social care workforce the authors also

discuss the potential impact of exploratory and symbolic play to child development attachment

and communication

Foster Care

2017

the requirements of the child being fostered as well as the life situation of the foster parent can

both have a significant impact on the type of foster care that can be provided some children

remain in foster care for only a few days or weeks at a time whilst others may remain there for

several months or even years at a time foster parents have the option of taking care of only one

kid at a time as well as taking care of numerous children at once including siblings adoption may

offer children who need a loving home with stability security and a feeling of belonging in their

new family adopted children sometimes come from tough situations such as households in which

they were abused or neglected and consequently they may have suffered trauma or struggle with

emotional challenges these children may be given the love and support as well as the secure
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and caring home environment that they need in order to recover and grow when they are

adopted by loving families my desire to write an ebook about fostering and adoption is driven by

a desire to share my experience and insights with others who may be considering fostering or

adopting my story can serve as a source of inspiration and guidance for others providing

practical advice and emotional support for those embarking on this challenging journey

New Developments in Foster Care and Adoption

1980-01-01

faces of foster care has heartfelt and frank messages from people around the country who have

been involved in some way with foster care told like mini memoirs their inspiring and sometimes

heartbreaking stories bring us into their lives and show us unique perspectives of foster care in

the united states

Navigating Foster Care and Adoption

2023-05-10

provides an overview of current state of foster care

Faces of Foster Care

2018-07-24

this book introduces the relational learning framework rlf an assessment tool which helps foster

care practitioners social workers and foster carers to examine what foster children have learned

in their early life about relationships and particularly through maltreatment grounded in

attachment theory and drawing on cognitive theory this book will help practitioners to understand

and respond to the challenging behaviour presented by these children and remove barriers to an

empathic response early chapters provide context in a theoretical discourse on the causes and

consequences of psychological and attachment difficulties for children in care including a

discussion of maltreatment and foster care the theoretical basis of the technique will be outlined

and subsequent chapters will explain how to undertake rlf including the wide ranging practice

evidence a worked example common themes and trouble shooting this will be an invaluable

source for clinical practitioners social workers foster care practitioners and foster parents who

want to make sense of the complex information about children in foster care to improve their

relationships it will also provide insight into foster children s mental health and behaviour for
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academics and postgraduate students in related disciplines

The Foster Care Crisis

1999

for children growing up in foster care the role of their birth parents is an important factor in the

success of their long term placements understanding the experiences of parents is therefore

essential in order to develop effective social work practice with parents that can also ensure the

best possible outcomes for children drawing on detailed and often moving interviews with parents

the book takes a chronological approach starting with their accounts of family life before their

children were taken into care in particular the impact of drugs alcohol and domestic violence it

goes on to explore their experiences of court and then how they seek to come to terms with their

loss sustain an identity as a parent and manage a relationship with their children through contact

parents views on what they find valuable and helpful in relationships with foster carers and social

workers are also discussed the book then draws on the views of social workers on the

opportunities and challenges of supporting parents while also remaining child focussed the

authors set out a model of good practice based on the lessons learnt from the experiences of

these parents and social workers this book will be essential reading for all child and family social

workers fostering social workers independent reviewing officers academics and foster carers

National Care Standards

2005

caring for orphans makes grace touchable when christians choose to adopt foster mentor or

support care for orphans around the world it reveals god s true character to the world like nothing

else we can do this softcover book unpacks specific steps that you can take to care for orphans

in distress some of these steps are big choices like fostering or adopting some are smaller

choices like supporting work abroad or mentoring a foster youth but all have the impact of

revealing god s love to someone who wants to be home for good join jedd medefind president of

the christian alliance for orphans cafo as he reveals the profound sense that deep sustaining love

for orphans springs not from duty guilt or even idealism but foremost as a response to the way

we ve first been loved by god
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Understanding Children in Foster Care

2017-10-25

first published in 1997 this timely examination of allowances paid to foster carers demonstrates

clear evidence that the nature of foster care is changing the degree of difficulty in caring for the

average child is greater than ever before making the tasks asked of carers more demanding and

skilful the fostering allowances were subject to five tests of adequacy evidence showed that

allowances have maintained their value over time and were adequate to meet the normal costs

of child rearing but not the extra or indirect costs of fostering moreover a unique cross national

study of payments uncovered that britain has lower levels of allowance than more than half the

15 countries examined this book contributes to the debate on the measurement of living

standards it uses budget standard methodology to estimate the cost of a child living a modest but

adequate lifestyle in the 1990s

Understanding and Working with Parents of Children in Long-

Term Foster Care

2011-04-14

the new patterns and policies for fostering and adoption which have been phased in since the

children act was passed in 1989 have brought a number of important changes to the fore here

the authors examine and assess many of the complex issues facing social workers when

planning and implementing these new initiatives

Foster Care and Adoption Assistance Program

1986

a book of 16 interventions designed to teach new and imaginative ways for working with

traumatized children in foster care and adoption and their families groundbreaking interventions

provides a wide variety of play based methodologies that have been successful in working with

children over the age of five in foster care and adoption

Becoming Home (Frames Series)

2014-01-07
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approximately 641 000 children spend some time in foster care each year most enter care

because they have experienced neglect or abuse by their parents between 35 and 60 of children

entering foster care have at least one chronic or acute physical health condition that needs

treatment as many as one half to three fourths show behavioral or social competency problems

that may warrant mental health services a national survey of children adopted from foster care

found that 54 had special health care needs research on youth who aged out of foster care

shows these young adults are more likely than their peers to report having a health condition that

limits their daily activities and to participate in psychological and substance abuse counseling the

social security act addresses some of the health care needs of children in or formerly in foster

care through provisions in the titles pertaining to child welfare titles iv b and iv e and to the

medicaid program title xix under child welfare law state child welfare agencies are required to

have a written plan for each child in foster care that includes among other items the child s

regularly reviewed and updated health related records in addition state child welfare agencies in

cooperation with state medicaid agencies must develop a strategy that addresses the health care

needs of each child in foster care upon aging out of foster care youth must receive from the state

child welfare agency a copy of their health record and information about health insurance options

and designating other individuals to make health care decisions on their behalf if they are unable

to do so on their own states are not permitted to use federal child welfare program funds to pay

medical expenses of children in care or those who left foster care due to their age or placement

in a new permanent family however states can and do receive federal support through medicaid

to pay a part of the medical expenses including well child visits dental care and other services for

many of these children and youth in fy2010 the most recent year for which these data were

available from all states medicaid agencies reported spending 5 754 billion to provide services to

foster care children most of this medicaid services spending was provided on a fee for services

basis 82 with the remainder provided through managed care arrangements most children in

foster care are eligible for medicaid under mandatory eligibility pathways meaning that states

must provide coverage because these children receive assistance under the title iv e program or

because they meet other eligibility criteria such as low income or receipt of supplemental security

income ssi children in foster care who are not eligible under mandatory pathways generally

qualify for medicaid because the state has implemented one or more optional eligibility categories

allowing coverage further children who leave foster care for legal guardianship and nearly all

children with state defined special needs who leave foster care for adoption retain mandatory

eligibility for medicaid provided they receive title iv e assistance additionally special needs

adoptees who receive state funded support may also be eligible under an optional medicaid

eligibility pathway specifically for them
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The Adequacy of Foster Care Allowances

2019-07-23

working with children in foster care is a demanding and rigorous aspect of social work practice

difficult decisions in fast moving and often complex situations have to be made and for students

and practitioners alike there is a vast array of legislation law and social policy to understand this

book is written to help social workers and social work students get to grips with the complexity of

foster care the child is placed at the heart of the text and there are substantial chapters on law

policy frameworks and the overreaching theoretical and research evidence to support good

practice there is also a strong focus on practical skills such as empathy and relationship based

practice this is an essential text for experienced social workers or those currently in training

Foster Care

1995-01

Groundbreaking Interventions: Working with Traumatized

Children, Teens and Families in Foster Care and Adoption

2014-08-21

Children in Care and the Recruitment of Foster Parents

1957

Child Welfare

2014-11-19

Social Work and Foster Care

2014-02-17
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Foster Care and Adoptions

1975

National Care Standards

2002
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