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Child Soldiers in the Western Imagination

2015-10-12

when we hear the term child soldiers most americans imagine innocent victims roped into bloody conflicts in distant
war torn lands like sudan and sierra leone yet our own history is filled with examples of children involved in
warfare from adolescent prisoner of war andrew jackson to civil war drummer boys who were once viewed as symbols of
national pride rather than signs of human degradation in this daring new study anthropologist david m rosen
investigates why our cultural perception of the child soldier has changed so radically over the past two centuries
child soldiers in the western imagination reveals how western conceptions of childhood as a uniquely vulnerable and
innocent state are a relatively recent invention furthermore rosen offers an illuminating history of how human rights
organizations drew upon these sentiments to create the very term child soldier which they presented as the embodiment
of war s human cost filled with shocking historical accounts and facts and revealing the reasons why one cannot spell
infantry without infant child soldiers in the western imagination seeks to shake us out of our pervasive historical
amnesia it challenges us to stop looking at child soldiers through a biased set of idealized assumptions about
childhood so that we can better address the realities of adolescents and pre adolescents in combat presenting
informative facts while examining fictional representations of the child soldier in popular culture this book is both
eye opening and thought provoking
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abstracts of journal articles books essays exhibition catalogs dissertations and exhibition reviews the scope of
artbibliographies modern extends from artists and movements beginning with impressionism in the late 19th century up
to the most recent works and trends in the late 20th century photography is covered from its invention in 1839 to the
present a particular emphasis is placed upon adding new and lesser known artists and on the coverage of foreign
language literature approximately 13 000 new entries are added each year published with title loma from 1969 1971

The Publishers Weekly

1937

beginning with 1953 entries for motion pictures and filmstrips music and phonorecords form separate parts of the
library of congress catalogue entries for maps and atlases were issued separately 1953 1955
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