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this committee focused on the causes and the lessons to be learned from the 1984 wilberg mine fire in which 27 persons lost
their lives the book examines the public s influence on foreign policy through case studies including the formosa straits crisis
intervention at dien bien phu the sputnik launch the new look defense strategy the panama canal treaties the soviet invasion of
afghanistan the strategic defense initiative the beirut marine barracks bombing german reunification the gulf war and
intervention in somalia and bosnia the u s detention center at guantánamo bay has long been synonymous with torture secrecy and
the abuse of executive power it has come to epitomize lawlessness and has sparked protracted legal battles and political debate
for too long however guantánamo has been viewed in isolation and has overshadowed a larger interconnected global detention
system that includes other military prisons such as bagram air base in afghanistan secret cia jails and the transfer of
prisoners to other countries for torture guantánamo is simply and alarmingly the most visible example of a much larger prison
system designed to operate outside the law habeas corpus after 9 11 examines the rise of the u s run global detention system
that emerged after 9 11 and the efforts to challenge it through habeas corpus a petition to appear in court to claim unlawful
imprisonment habeas expert and litigator jonathan hafetz gives us an insider s view of the detention of enemy combatants and an
accessible explanation of the complex forces that keep these systems running in the age of terrorism some argue that habeas
corpus is impractical and unwise hafetz advocates that it remains the single most important check against arbitrary and unlawful
detention torture and the abuse of executive power this book explores the powers activities and accountability of mi5 from the
end of the second world war to 1964 it argues that mi5 acted with neither statutory authority nor statutory powers and with no
obvious forms of statutory accountability it was established as a counter espionage agency yet was beset by espionage scandals
on a frequency that suggested if not high levels of incompetence then high levels of distraction and the squandering of
resources the book addresses the evolution of mi5 s mandate after the second world war which set out its role and functions and
to a limited extent the lines of accountability the surveillance targets of mi5 and the surveillance methods that it used for
this purpose with a focus in two chapters on mps and lawyers respectively the purposes for which this information was used
principally to exclude people from certain forms of employment and the accountability of mi5 or the lack thereof for the way in
which it discharged its responsibilities under the mandate as lawyers the authors concern is to consider these questions within
the context of the rule of law one of the core principles of the british constitution the values of which it was the duty of the
security service to uphold based on extensive archival research it suggests that mi5 operated without legal authority or
exceeded the legal authority it did have these studies show how the british empire used its maritime supremacy to construct and
maintain a worldwide defence for its imperial interests they rebut the idea that british defence policy in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries was primarily concerned with the balance of power in europe
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