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the diary of lady murasaki records the daily life of the heian era lady in waiting and writer murasaki
shikibu author of the tale of genji most likely written between 1008 and 1010 the largest portion of
the diary consists of descriptive passages of the birth of empress shoshi s akiko children shorter
vignettes chronicle the author s life at the imperial court interactions between imperial ladies in
waiting and with court writers such as izumi shikibu akazome emon and sei shonagon the work was
written in kana then a newly developed writing system that brought vernacular japanese from a

spoken language to a written language
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